
Styling your 
property to sell 
A room by room guide for property  

owners in and around Mosman

CHECKLIST



First things first. Is it worth it?

Styling or preparing your property for sale 
can significantly increase your chances of 
achieving the highest possible sale price in the 
shortest amount of time.

It helps buyers connect with your property on 
an emotional level and it is this emotion that 
drives competition amongst buyers. As you 
can imagine, if more buyers are interested 
in your property, the more likely it will sell 
quickly and for the best price. 
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In other cases, it can mean the difference 
between selling or not selling. 

But where do you start?

Here is a look at the basics of preparing a 
property for sale, how much it can cost and 
our room-by-room checklist to help you make 
the most of your property. After all we want 
you to achieve the best possible result from 
your sale. 



Property styling basics

Property styling, sometimes called home 
staging is the process of preparing your 
property for sale to make it more attractive to 
potential buyers when it goes on the market. 

Styling will also ensure your property looks its 
best in the professional photographs and in 
any property videos. These will be used right 
across your marketing campaign and will help 
grab the attention of potential buyers. 

Styling also ensures your property looks its 
best at open homes and increases the chances 
of creating that wow factor as buyers walk 
through your property. 
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Property Styling Costs

The costs of styling your property can vary 
depending on how much or little you do. It 
also depends on if you hire a professional 
stylist to help you, or do-it-yourself.

If you are styling on a budget, expect to pay 
at least a few hundred dollars for the basics. 
Professional styling can cost a few hundred 
dollars for a consultation to a few thousand to 
fully style a property.

We can help advise you on what areas you 
should focus on based on what our local 
buyers are looking for and discuss your DIY 
and professional styling options. 

To connect with us click here.
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https://www.dijones.com.au/our-agents/


Styling Tips for Every Room and Space

Whether you’re hiring a professional stylist 
or styling on your own, there’s big and small 
steps you can take in every room and space of 
your property to help make it more attractive 
to potential buyers. Here’s a look at some 
general styling tips for all of the major areas of 
your property.
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If you live in a house:

Clean your windows, gutters and roof

Power wash the paths and fence to 
remove any grime or mould

Sweep the driveway or path that leads 
into the house and keep it swept for 
the duration of the campaign

Trim your hedges and make sure the 
lawn is mowed

Weed the front garden

Consider adding flowering plants in the 
front garden

Ensure your garbage bins are hidden

Check the front gate opens easily and 
consider repainting if it is chipped or 
worn

Remove mail from the letter box every 
day so the property looks cared for

Ensure your outside lights are working 
and leave them on at night-time during 
the sales campaign

Create a great first impression

We often find potential buyers do a drive past a property before they decide if 
they are going to come in for an inspection.  So, making a great first impression 
is a strong start to a sales campaign.  After all you never get a second chance to 
make a first impression. 

If you live in an apartment:

Clean all your windows and balustrades 
 
Sweep the driveway or path that leads 
into the apartment block and keep 
them swept for the duration of the 
campaign
 
Talk to the Strata about making sure 
the garden and the space outside the 
apartment block is tidy 
 
Tidy up the foyer of the building if it 
needs it
 
Consider adding potted plants to your 
balcony 
 
If you have a table and chairs on your 
balcony, make sure they look tidy and 
arranged neatly
 
Make sure nothing is hanging over the 
balcony for the whole sales campaign

Ensure all the blinds and curtains are 
open
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Overall property presentation

Imagine you are a buyer and walk through your property. How does your home look? Is it 
welcoming, light and spacious, is it clean and well cared for, or cluttered and dusty?  

Look at the walls for any chipped paint or scratches and consider 
patching these up 

Does the property need a fresh coat of paint throughout? This 
can cost effectively freshen up an entire property

Consider painting any feature walls in a neutral colour.  Whilst 
you may have loved the bright pink, it may not appeal to all buyers

Steam clean the carpets or consider replacing if badly damaged

Consider refinishing the floorboards if they are heavily scuffed

Fix any potential hazards like a loose paver, or floorboard

If you live in a house, check the tiles of your roof and fix any leaks

Remove excess furniture from main living spaces. Put any bulky 
or unnecessary furniture into storage, give away to friends, family 
or people in need, or sell it on Gumtree

De-clutter the entire property by removing your knick-knacks, 
holiday memorabilia, and photos.  You want potential buyers to 
envision themselves in your property and not be distracted by 
yours

Can you convert an un-used room into a bedroom? The more 
bedrooms you have the more you may be able to sell your 
property for 

Can you convert a nook or a space in a bedroom into an area for 
a home office? With more people working from home, this is a 
popular feature with buyers

Ensure the entire property is cleaned, dusted, vacuumed and 
mopped

Ensure all light bulbs are working

And open all blinds and curtains to maximise the light throughout 
the property
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Keep it well lit. Kitchens that are bright, light, and well-lit are 
often the most attractive to buyers. Turn the lights on and ensure 
blinds and drapes are open. Whether it’s light bulbs or windows, 
consider the way that your kitchen is lit

De-cutter the benches. With groceries, appliances, and cookware, 
kitchens are prone to clutter. Make sure that your kitchen is as 
clean and clutter-free as possible, especially on countertops.  You 
want your kitchen to look tidy and functional
 
Incorporate modern appliances. Having modern appliances 
throughout your kitchen is an excellent way to entice potential 
buyers, especially if you’re including any appliances in the 
property’s final sale
 
Add in fresh touches. Kitchens are prone to smells - good and bad. 
Make sure to include fresh touches like flowers, plants, or candles 
to make the kitchen as pleasant smelling as possible

Consider replacing a tired benchtop or splashback.  This can 
transform a tired kitchen

If your cupboards are a bit dated, an economical way to refresh 
them is with new handles or if need be replacing the cupboard 
doors can help give the kitchen a complete facelift

Fix the flooring if it is tired and worn.  Consider resanding 
floorboards, replacing tiles or adding new flooring if needed

Kitchen

The kitchen can make or break a sale. If it’s outdated, too small, or poorly set-up, buyers 
may be deterred from purchasing your property or consider lowering their offer. Here 
are a few tips to get you started on styling your kitchen.
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Living Room

Highlight the room’s best or unique features: Whether it’s a view 
into the garden, or out to the harbour, it’s access to the outside 
living, a fireplace or a key piece of art

Remove bulky furniture and position what is left to ensure there 
is a natural flow through the space

De-clutter and depersonalise the space 

Keep the décor simple and add some potted plants or a vase for 
some life and colour

Ensure the coffee table and any ornaments are neatly arranged 

Ensure your flooring is looking its best.  Floors are an expensive 
feature to replace and buyers know this, so clean carpets and rugs 
or if need be, sand the floors
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Bedrooms

Bedrooms are the space we spend our quiet time. Whether that’s sleeping or just watching 
television before bed, creating a sense of calm and relaxation is your goal here.

Reduce the amount of furniture in a small bedroom to give the 
feeling of space and clear the clutter and personal items from the 
room

Buyers love storage so if you don’t have built in storage, consider 
adding a wardrobe for the sales campaign or simple built-ins.  
Keeping in mind you don’t want to overcapitalise here

Add some luxury with fresh linens, some soft throws, rugs and 
pillows

Add in small personal touches, such as a candle and flowers next 
to the bed along with a neat pile of books

Lighting is important.  Consider adding dimmers or turning on 
bedside lamps if you are having evening viewings
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Bathrooms

Creating a space of cleanliness and luxury is your goal 
here. 

Make sure everything is tidy and clean. There’s 
nothing more unattractive than a dirty and 
cluttered bathroom. Make sure to clean all 
surfaces and avoid having cluttered personal 
care items visible to prospective buyers

Incorporate space savers. Bathrooms are not 
always the most spacious room in the home. 
Consider adding towel rails behind the door 
or a new vanity with better storage. If your 
bathroom is tiny, consider adding a large 
mirror. This is a cost-efficient way to create a 
sense of space

Take care of smells. Like the kitchen, smells 
matter in the bathroom. A bathroom should 
smell clean and fresh. Adding candles and 
fresh flowers to the space is an easy way to 
make sure the bathroom is clean and inviting

Add in some luxurious touches. Whether 
it’s thick plush towels, high-quality soaps or 
scented candles, consider incorporating some 
luxurious elements to make the space even 
more appealing

Fix any broken fittings or fixtures.  Provided 
you don’t change the plumbing replacing taps, 
vanities or basins shouldn’t cost a fortune
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Backyard / Balcony

If your property has an outside area, either a backyard or a balcony, spending 
time making it feel like an extra living space can help pay dividends.

Add a table and chairs to the space, with a potted plant on the 
table

Introduce colour to a balcony with pots of whatever is in flower 
or consider planting flowering plants in your garden beds if you 
have a backyard

Tidy the garden, weed the beds and mow the lawn.  Consider 
adding borders to the garden beds and ensure the plants and 
shrubs look neat and tidy

If you have a fire pit, make sure it is cleaned out and stacked 
ready to go

If you own a pool, make sure it is sparkling clean and that the pool 
fence is cleaned and locked correctly
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A Final Word

Of course, every property is different.  Having 
sold hundreds of properties in and around the 
Mosman area, we know what our local buyers 
are looking for and how to highlight this in 
your property.  We’d love to share our insights 
with you and talk about what you could do to 
prepare your home for sale and to ensure it 
appeals to the maximum number of buyers.

For a no strings attached chat about your 
property click here.
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https://www.dijones.com.au/lp/mosman-property-appraisal/
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Disclaimer

The information contained in this eBook is general advice only. It is not intended as a substitute for professional 
investment advice.  It has been prepared without taking into account your individual personal objectives, 
financial situation or needs. While every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the information it 
contains, neither the publishers, authors nor their employees, can be held liable for inaccuracies, errors or 
omission. Readers are advised to contact their financial adviser, broker or accountant before making any 
investment decisions and should not rely on this eBook as a substitute for professional advice. The author and 
publisher of this eBook have used their best efforts in preparing this eBook.  The author and publisher make 
no representation or warranties with respect to the accuracy, applicability or completeness of the contents in 
this eBook.  The information contained in the eBook is strictly for educational purposes and is to be used as a 
guide only and is subject to change at any time.  Therefore, if you wish to apply ideas contained in this eBook 
you are taking full responsibility for your actions.   All information is current as at publication release and the 
publishers take no responsibility for any factors that may change thereafter.   
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